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MARK TWAIN'S I.ETTKHS. Arranged sTlth commeat by Albert
BlfeloiT I'nlne. 2 yoU. (Harper A Brother.)

"I Invariably rccrct tliu things I do on the spur of the moment," Thus
roto Mark Twnln to ThotnuH Uallcy Aldrlch In 1871, but, ho adds: "Who

would And out that I am a natural fool If I kept always cool and never let
nature come to the mirfnee? Nobody." It Is because ho let nature come to

the eurfaco that be In the most representatively American man of letters this
country has thus far produced. Only Whitman rises to that distinction be-

tide him. All others In whom our pride Is Justified ahow tho tilling of an

ancient culture, he trod the North American soli of tho nineteenth century

ltd of the twentieth with a Arm, free utep of his own. He had his finger

on the pulse of humanity. Wo may be glad of him in every aspect. If In
the brilliant motley of his work there are some soiled patches, theso only
prove that his work was not all done In a luxurious study much of It was

but also amid ths strife and dusty struggle of the world. Ho claimed to
be a Journalist, not an author. Ho adored Itowclls and deplored his own in-

eptitudes. He give Bret Harlo tho credit for having changed him "from
an awkward utterer of coarrc grolcsqusnesa to a writer of paragraphs and
chapters that have found a certain favor In the eyes of even some of the

ery decentest people In the land." To his wife's gentle Judgment he owed
moat; she suppressed his exuberance.

A distinguished American painter, 'commenting on the streak of vulgar-
ity which Is to bo found In every man, once said: "In one man this finds vent
In words, in another it appears in his paint." This caustic comment !s ap-

plicable. The touching beauty of Mark Twnln's domestic relations, his de-

votion to high Ideals, his lofty ense of honor, both civic and financial, were
qualities that lived sldo by side with a certain contempt for the refinements
t literature as witness his harsh and ungallant pronouncement on one of

tka most delightfully rcllned prose artUts In his history of the English novel
Jane Austen; his dislike of Hawthorne, Georgo Eliot, and above alt of Henry
James, and were qualities consistent with an unrestrained profanity and
With not a few lapses Into other forms of vulgarity, shot through with an
Imagination which often called for moro than an vounco of civet. And this
H written In no Pharisaical spirit and without any real regret that the case
wag such. It is a pity that theso few patches In his radiant robes should
hare led some fine souls to turn from his fresh vigor and regard him as a
literary tramp. Very few, however, of those who read the letters in which
sea traits appear or of those who have had friendship's privilege of seeing
npublished manuscripts, while yet the writer lived, will deny that they

derived a certain bracing exhilaration from this muscular, masculine, naked
strength. Sincerity la always sure of a strong appeal. And this gem-c- ut

sincerity characterized all that Mark Twain said, wrote, or did.
In a tetter to Henry Ward Beccher In 1S85, Clemens refers to an out-fcsjr- st

of General Sherman's about Grant. "Tho Idea," said Sherman, "of
all this nonsense about Grant not being able to stand rude language and
tedeltcate stories. Why, Grant was full of humor, and full of the appreci-
ation of It It mokes me sick that newspaper nonsense. Grant was no
namby-pamb- y fool, he was a MAN all over rounded and complete." If
Mark Twain had ever been accused of namby-pambynes- s, General Sher
man might have spoken thus of him. The letter to Beecher continues: "I i

Wish I had thought of it! I would have eald to General Grant Tut thel
drunkenness In the Memoirs and the repentance and reform. Trust the I
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people.'" Into his own works and letters Mask Twain put all, and trusted
tho people. Ills trust was not misplaced.

This .reference to Grant reminds, parenthetically, of Mark Twain's let-

ter to The Nkw Tohk Sun (omitted from tho Index In this work) of Julj
27, 1888. How many of us remember the controversy over the selection o
a location for Grant's tomb? In that letter Clemens prophesies that In nv.
hundred years Washington will bo a deserted hamlet, while tho situation oi
Now York assures It perennial Importance "I observe," ho writes In conclu
slon, "that the common nnd strongest objection to New York Is that she Is
not 'national ground.' Let us give ourselves no' uneaslners about that.
Wherever General Grant's body lies, that Is national ground."

Thn unfailing taste and sccuro Judgment of Mr. Albe'rt nigelow Paine
have In these two volumes of moro than four hundred pages each brought
together a collection of letters worthy to stand beside tho menumenta
"Life." More than many of the letters quoted In the biography are here re-
printed and properly so. Thcro are not too many of the earlier and less In-

teresting letters included nnd Just enough of those written during the tragic
period of financial distress to throw light upon the sufferings of a noble
oul In a dark and vital time. The character of Mark Twain emerges from

these pages, not changed in any feature, but in every feature amplified.
They show in Clcmens'a own words how thoroughly tho synthetic work of
tho biographer has been done. They furnish tho documentary proofs of
the statements and deductions of the "Life." Some of the narrative matter
from tho biography has htro been used as illustrative comment and to good
purpose. So admirably ha Mr. Haino presented his subject in Life nnd
inters that no further summing up will be needed until another generation
has roached maturity.

It may be permitted the writer, who Is proud of a remote, morganatio
relationship with tho biography, to quote a phrase from a letter he received
Just after tho publication of that work. A well known playwright wroto:
"Thank God I At last that little Scottish sycophant has been dethroned and
Instead of Boswell'B Johnson wo now havo Palne's Twain." There may be

in this enthusiasm: there certainly was sincerity In tho ncntl-men- t.

Wo who know Mark Twain in his latest days remember him as one al-
ways genial. If occasionally petulant in a whimsical way, full of fun but
sometimes with tho scare smllo of sadness deepening his wit, violently

wherever ho thought he detected sham, but kindly without fall
and lovable ever. If Heine was the smile that passed over the face of Nature
then Mark Twain was her rollicking laughter. But tho troth and foam of
dancing waves ore seldom seen In ahallow waters; there must bo an ocean
underneath. In Mark Twain's great heart lay a wraith of human love
and In his rich and rugged mind a profound consciousness of man's placo In
nature and of his destiny, while over all this rippled Inextinguishable laughter.
We have reason to be grateful for these letters.
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teenth Century Is a work' Intended pri-
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toutixt would do well to mako It an
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adjunct when visiting the ancient
cities of northern Spain. As theauthors arc careful to point out, tho
Renaissance renched Spain HlngulaKy
lato and held sway there for a com-
paratively brief period. It flourished
principally In Ca.tllo, nnd Its Interestto the student lies primarily in the factlliat it was unhesitatingly blended
with the older Spanish stylpn and de-
parted more radically from the cstnb-l.she- d

Renaissance type than did any
architecture north of the Pyrenees.

It l absolutely a dlntjnet product fromthat plcitirequ h stucco archi-
tecture of AnilaluHu, which wan rsrrleitto tho Spanish colonics, liter to be

throushout both Americas as typical
of thn mother country. While not
" lehlnc to drag' down the Mueco house nor
Its suitability to tho Andlulan climate
one. Is forced to protest niratnit Its stand-in- s

for tho hol of Fpanlsh architecture,f uch mlwpprohunslon means that th build.
In-- s cf Cttitlle. tho very heart of tho coun-t--

hove, been r'l over for a typo
rJcnetrledf rd by all PpaiiUnl-- , except the

Andatuslait, to be exotic.
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That is why this book, written

after three years, may be of
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writing, with no detail unorganised or
unproved, ought to clear up whole-tome-

whatever honest minds need
clearing." Ntie York Sun.
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nance, period rovers less than a InKle
century, beginning approximately
with Enrique do Eftne, who In 1G0!
erected In Toledo the Hospital of Santa
Crus the first of the fnntaslon plalrr-esea- s

nnd closing with Juan do Her-rcr- a,

architect of the liscorlal (ir.00-15S4- ),

tho ko called eighth wonder of
the world. Yet the Intervening years
are rich In crnft-sme- of hlsh rani;
whoso chief misfortune win that, un-
like the great Italians, they lacked a
Vasarl to pcrpctuato their fame.

PltlVATU rB.IT, Ilia Own Morr.
Or Harold It. Pent. (Hobba.
Merrill Co.) is. 1.60.
Thero nro a ercot many war books

already; bo many that critlcletn of a
new ono neither greatly better nor
worso than Its fellows must concern
Itself chiefly with pointing out how the
particular volume In question differs
from all the rot, and from what
special angle It throws light upon the
familiar horrors end adventures of the
front, frii-uf- J'caf Is of thu personal
narratlvo type, a direct and simple ac-

count of the author's experiences In
tho first Canadian contingent. Of the
humor and tragedy of those early
months In tho trenches we have heard
many times sometimes with greater
fklll or Insight In the telling, but never
with a more honest vigor. There Is
more than the usual share of argu-
ment In this hook, more of the rights
and wrongs of the war urged from the
point of view of the intelligent man In
the ranks. And there arc one or two
magnltlcent stories of heroism, l'.ko
that of tho officer with both legs
broken during an attack who crawled
forward to the German trench whis-
tling his men on until thn trench was
won. It Is the of such a
book to 1)0 one of many similar ac-
counts: for If It were the only one It
would become wonderful without the
chnnglng of n line.

TUB MKSSIAII (IF THE CYLIN-
DER. Jty Victor nnnssrsn, (A. C.

McClnrx & Co.) 1.n5.
Nearly every author with any In-

vention at one timo or another has
written a prophecy of the future, u
story of,a twentieth century human
being In a twenty-tin- t or twenty-tecon- d

century world. Hut Victor
Rousseau In the two most Important
Instances of this kind of story la origi-

nal. His Mory lj not a dream and
the sclcntltlcally managed world did
not work. In a way Mr. Housseau Is
asking tho reader to appreciate the
Christianity .which rather borch so

I many of us. Yet It Is not n boresomo
religion which hf prulfces, rather it Is
humanity, a humanity which embraccH
the 'finest Ideals of Christianity ami
which i:. ue InMlnrtlvo to men not
technically "Christians" aa to the most
Impassioned Oontile. "The Messiah
of the Cylinder" tells of two young
scientists who have discovered a
means of prolonging Indefinitely not
only unconscious cell life but also an
entire organism a living animal.
Lazaroff. the abler scientist and the
weaker man, has designed vacuum
cyllndern In which the air may be kept
at a temperature forbidding germ life
to flourish. Aff r short preliminaries
It Is an easy matter to get the two
scientists nnd the Inevitable girl Into
tho cylinders, and ono hundred yearn
later to Introduce them: Lazaroff as
leader of his now world, Esther, wno--

confinement In the cylinder was
longest, as a goddess, and Arnold, who

, tells the story, as the Messiah who
comes to frco tho mechanically per-

fect world from Ho foullcus eillciency.
Equality, efilclency, eugenics pet
theories are attacked on every side
It Is an Interesting story, but not to bo
taken too seriously.
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